Sk

>

-

—

MAYORAL COLUMN: DECEMBER 2025

THE 3R’s

Local Government has always been referred to as looking after the 3rs; roads,
rates and rubbish. But it appears a new one has been added-that being
renewables.

Climate change has been the driver of a transition from fossil fuels to wind,
solar, pumped hydro etc and has been a point of contention as it spreads its
tentacles outward from the Hunter Basin and Sydney. With the release of a
new route for two powerlines from Bayswater to Black Mountain in October,
Walcha became embroiled in not only generating electricity but transmitting
electricity.

The two have massive differences in impact. Generation is State Significant,
whereas transmission is State Critical which brings in far stronger powers
including compulsory acquisition of land.

Nearly every council that is impacted by this transition struggles to keep
abreast of the pace and implications of what is happening. To financially assist
in the extra work this is creating EnergyCo have given impacted councils
$250,000 for 3 years. Part of this funding in Walcha is being utilised to employ
a Senior Renewable Energy Advisor whose role will be to provide strategic
advice to the General Manager, Councillors and community on renewable
energy and transmission projects.

On Thursday the General Manager, Deputy Mayor and myself will meet with
Minister Penny Sharpe to continue to push for fairer and better outcomes for
our LGA. A poor rollout can have devastating consequences for communities
and we need to continue to advocate strongly in this area.

AUSTRALIA DAY

Our Ambassador for Australia Day has just been announced and it is
internationally renowned flautist Jane Rutter. Known as a trailblazer in classical
music | believe Jane will be a fascinating guest. The organizing Committee is
planning another delicious breakfast along with entertainment. This should be
an important event in your calendar.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

Christmas and then quickly following New Year mean so much to most people
for varying reasons. To the young Santa Claus tends to be the focal point.
Family reunions and catch-ups and maybe a few days off work as we get older
become the main priorities.

With everything that is going on nationally and in the world, it a great time to
reflect on how lucky we are to live where we do. We are safe, have a caring
community, most of the services we need and access to those we do not. The
seasons are currently kind to us and from a rural perspective prices are
buoyant. On the negative, we are not exempt from the cost of living crisis and
the Oxley Highway being closed is frustrating. Many of our businesses are
heavily impacted by this and a quick resolution to the issue is constantly being
driven.

As we close off 2025, your Council is fulfilling the commitment we made
during the Special Rate Variation process and becoming more financially
stable and Riverview Aged Care Facility is operating well both from a financial
and clinical perspective after nine months of Council control.

On behalf of Councillors and Staff | would like to take this opportunity to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year.

However, you choose to celebrate and the reason behind this, may it be an
opportunity to reflect on our blessings and plan a positive 2026.

Clr Eric Noakes *
Mayor of Walcha Z
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