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NEW GENERAL MANAGER COMMENCES ROLE 

On Monday the first of September newly appointed General Manager, Stephen 

Parry commenced his role at Walcha Council.  Much was written about Stephen’s 

experience in local government when he was appointed and we look forward to that 

experience leading Walcha through the challenges we face.  Along with his wife 

Wendy they are settling into the local community and look forward being part of it.  

 

TELSTRA AND BATTERIES 

Following the August snow storm resulting in the loss of both electricity and 

connectivity, the true inconvenience and cost was soon evident. We can say that we 

didn’t have these conveniences many years ago and survived but that is not really 

the point. As technology moves on we adapt to the changes and let go of the old. 

Phone and internet services are heavily dependent on electricity from the network 

and while there is battery backup its effectiveness was shown to be very limited. 

Subsequent negotiations with Telstra have led to an increase in battery capacity 

from what was around 2 hours during the storm to what should be closer to 6 hours. 

In the words of Mike Marron (Northern NSW Regional GM) “this replacement will 

ensure we have adequate backup reserves in the event of mains failure allowing 

sufficient time for a power technician to attend the site with a generator if needed”.  

 

Questions were raised about the installation of a permanent generator that could 

automatically cut in (Automatic Transfer Unit) but were dismissed due to the site 

being incompatible.  Hopefully the extended battery life will ease the inconvenience. 

Mike also raised the ability of modern phones to access the satellite system in 

emergencies.  

 

PUBLIC DISPLAY 

Council currently has two draft documents out on public display. These are 

Cumulative Impact Assessment and Land Use Strategy. The purpose of these 

documents is to evaluate the opportunities and constraints to the Walcha LGA 

expected to result from the influx of capital investment into the area by large scale 

infrastructure projects in the New England Renewable Energy Zone (REZ).  

 

There was community consultation carried out before the consultants submitted the 

report to  Council detailing their findings, including recommendations to address 

the impacts and achieve satisfactory and positive outcomes for our community.  

 

These documents are accessible to read and make comment on Council’s website.  
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AWARDS 

Sheree and I travelled to Armidale on Thursday to the Northern Inland Volunteer of 

the Year Awards where our local CWA received recognition for their mammoth 

efforts in this area. CWA is one of those select few organisations that you don't need 

to explain what the acronym stands for due to its high profile.  It was great to see 

their hard work recognised on the larger stage.  

 

On Friday we went to the Walcha Garden Club Luncheon at the Golf Club.  Always 

an interesting function with a passionate speaker, Angela Sole, whose topic was cold 

climate gardens.  While I am only a “hole digger” in our garden due to my lack of 

ability to rise above that position, I did learn a bit about positioning plants, so I may 

get a slight promotion under close supervision.  

 

Part of the day involved the bestowing of Life Membership on 3 members: Col King, 

Gwen Higgins and Joy McLeod.  One point that was evident was the amount of 

knowledge contained within that club on gardening in what is often a challenging 

climatic environment in Walcha.  Council is honoured to have that resource available 

to us through some of the members being on the Beautification Committee.  

 

 

Clr Eric Noakes 

Mayor of Walcha 


