
MAYORAL COLUMN:   OCTOBER 2025 
 

 

Our Ref:  WO/2025/02684  Page 1 of 2 

“MY DOG DOESN’T BITE” 

Following a number of recent concerns raised around dog behavior in public spaces 

it seems timely to revisit the legislation and policies that apply here.  Everyone seems 

to use the reason their dog is off leash is that “my dog doesn’t bite”.  This may well 

be right but a lot of times it is not the point.  Unwelcome dogs bounding up to 

people who are out walking can be intimidating and frightening, especially for 

young children and the elderly.  Council has the responsibility of enforcing much of 

the State Government’s Companion Animal Act and we have adopted a Dog Control 

Policy (2019) that gives Council the power to issue fines and take further action.  It 

should be remembered in this that the levee banks are not an off leash area and is 

currently raising most of the concerns.  An off leash area is available at John Oxley 

Oval. 

 

Under a revamping of Council’s Customer Request Management (CRM) system we 

will become more responsive to all animal complaints and the enforcement of our 

obligations. 

 

SKATE PARK OPENING 

Last Thursday our local members Barnaby Joyce and Brendan Moylan attended the 

long awaited opening of the revamped skate park.  Built with generous 

contributions from their respective governments the outcome was well received.  

About 70 school students arrived with every manner of wheeled riding devices and 

basketballs along with parents and grandparents.  Every time I have driven past since 

there is constantly large numbers of people utilizing this facility.  Thanks to the 

community members who drove the consultation and design of this park your work 

on behalf of the community is greatly appreciated. 

 

Too often these days we hear how the youth of today aren’t as respectful as in “our 

day”, but the respect and inclusion shown by the older students to the younger and 

less confident participants on the day and their offer to Barnaby and myself to a 

game of 2 on 2 basketball, was most welcome.  Suffice to say the ring seems much 

higher and the free shot line is further from the backboard than from when I was at 

school is an understatement. 

 

BERGEN RFS BRIGADE SHED 

On Saturday, Deputy Mayor Glen O’Brien, General Manager Stephen Parry and 

myself attended the opening on the newly completed Bergen Bushfire Brigade Shed.  

To see this building rise from what was there has certainly lifted the eastern 

approach to town.  A purpose built shed reflecting the changing way that bushfires 
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are controlled and how we respond to other natural disasters it will serve as a central 

point of communication and organization. 

 

Deputy Commissioner Peter McKechnie was given the opportunity to present 

service medals to more than 80 members with a total of 2365 years combined 

service.  This is probably a pertinent time to recognize those, and all other volunteers 

who make our community what it is and keep us safe in the difficult times. 

Communities thrive on helping each other in the good times and the challenging 

times and the depth of volunteering we witness in ours never cease to impress.  On 

that point the brigade is on the lookout for more members and would appreciate 

any inquiries. 

 

It is also a time to recognize the work of Paul Metcalfe for his considerable lobbying 

and commitment to see this project come to fruition. 

 

DOCUMENTS ON PUBLIC EXHIBITION 

Council still has both the Land Use Strategy and the Cumulative Impact Assessment 

on public exhibition and will be receiving comments and feedback from the public 

relating to the content and recommendations of these documents.  The closing date 

for comment is COB Friday 3 October.  Council will then review and consider all 

submissions and matters raised and be taken into account prior to Council making 

a decision and formally adopting these documents.  I won’t cover the purpose and 

outcome of these here as this is all covered on our website.  Suffice to say these 

documents will assist in guiding parts of the renewable energy transition pathway 

but also have an impact on all development in our LGA. 

 

GREEN WASTE DISPOSAL 

Monday saw the end of the free green waste disposal at the waste facility.  

Processing this waste comes at a considerable cost to Council and if the requirement 

is there it will be reinstated for two weeks at a later date when ground conditions 

may have improved.  In the interim there is an option to contact Council for a fee 

exemption on a case by case basis. 

 

 

Clr Eric Noakes 

Mayor of Walcha 


