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Walcha Council is pleased to announce the appointment of Stephen Parry as its new 

General Manager, following a comprehensive recruitment process. 

Mr Parry brings over 30 years of senior Local Government leadership experience, 

including 23 years as Chief Executive of Gore District Council in New Zealand.  During 

his tenure, he led major infrastructure projects, organisational reform and economic 

development initiatives that delivered tangible results for rural communities. 

Mayor Eric Noakes welcomed the appointment, saying “Stephen’s depth of experience 

in leading rural councils, combined with his transparent, people-focused approach, 

makes him an outstanding fit for Walcha.  His track record in building strong council 

cultures and navigating complex regulatory and planning matters will serve our 

community well.” 

A qualified solicitor and experienced negotiator, Mr Parry has led multimillion-dollar 

developments, including a new wastewater treatment facility and a 35 lot residential 

subdivision, and has played a direct role in negotiating major public–private 

partnerships and utility infrastructure deals.  He is known for his decisive leadership, 

strong governance literacy and commitment to community wellbeing. 

Mr Parry said he was drawn to the role by Walcha’s unique rural character and the 

opportunity to make a real difference.  “I look forward to working with the Mayor, 

Councillors, Staff and community to support growth, improve services and foster a 

strong, collaborative Council culture,” he said. 

Stephen will commence in the role on 1 September 2025. 
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