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RIVERVIEW

After what seems an eternity, which in reality is 18 months, it is now only a bit over two
weeks until Walcha Council becomes the provider for Riverview Aged Care (pending
bed transfer approval). The amount of work required for this transition still amazes me
but due to the commitment of staff, our Riverview Committee, Councillors and
Presbyterian Aged Care the jigsaw is coming together. Transfer should take place at
midnight on 28 February and all being well residents, staff and their families should see
no change in operations the next morning. Council certainly acknowledges the
challenges in operating an aged care facility from both the governance, financial and
clinical perspectives and believe we are prepared for this challenging task. As a
community we will make a success of this and be the provider of an excellent service to
our community and residents.

AWARDS

Although Australia Day is now a couple of weeks ago | would like to congratulate our
award recipients. The humility in the acknowledgement of their achievements and
genuine disbelief that the community believes they deserve recognition shows what
depth of talent we have amongst us.

To Olive, John, Bateson and Bella congratulations, and what a great achievement for
Mrs Gwen Lisle on her oldest citizen award. Terry O'Connell, our ambassador was a
genuine and compassionate Aussie and | don't believe we could have had a better
representative. He commented that Walcha's celebration was the most “family oriented
and friendly one he had attended”.

A special mention to Anna Barwick who was awarded an Order of Australia Medal.
Anna’s selfless contribution to better health awareness and outcomes, especially for
rural and isolated people, is to be applauded. The list of Anna’s’ achievements is
extensive and so many people have benefited from her hard work. On behalf of the
Walcha community congratulations Anna!

PERCEPTION

Since becoming a Councillor | have been cautioned on responding to claims in media.
There is an obvious reason for this but at times claims are made that need challenging
- Council sometimes needs to be defended. The term “core business” is often used to
describe what councils spend your money on, whilst prioritising community needs.
Obviously roads, bridges, streets, water and waste disposal are a given. The difficult part
then is where to spend the rest for a whole of community benefit.
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These decisions are made based on detailed reports to Council, community need and
projected outcomes. The decision to close the Early Intervention Centre was one of
these with Councillors considering the decision carefully and working with staff to
ensure availability of the existing space for similar specialists. The transition to the NDIS
and the change in funding delivery, the availability of specialist skills required to deliver
the service and the resignation of our long serving Early Intervention Coordinator, all
prompted this decision. Whether it is seen by some as core business or not we cannot
be everything to everyone and while the statistics presented in the letter may be correct
they do not reflect the actual current situation detailed in the report to Council. Council
has not altered the Community Strategic Plan (CSP) and will not do so without
community consultation, they are public documents and will remain that way.

The $750,000 offered by EnergyCo ($250,000 over 3 years) may include, but not
restricted to “providing input to EnCo on the cumulative impacts of the energy transition
in their council area”. While it is correct that developers are required to undertake certain
studies, the outcome that developers require may vary vastly to what a community may
be comfortable with. Developers generally require accommodation for workers,
sometimes referred to as Temporary Workers Accommodation (TWA), whereas Council
has a responsibility to have an input that shapes this outcome for long term benefits for
our community. Council are also using these funds to undertake a Land Use Strategy
that will have flow on benefits for planning decisions into the future growth of Walcha.
It would be naive to believe that developers put our community as a priority in all their
decisions and it would be negligent of Council not take every measure to protect the
essence of our town and community long after any project is completed. Our transport
infrastructure faces the same challenges and, at present, we are making effective use of
the EnCo funds to review the condition of roads that will be impacted by construction
traffic and also to assist in our review of the work being undertaken by the developer’s
engineers. Roads are much more that a smooth surface and an understanding of
substrate condition is vital. Council rightly views this as an investment in our assets, not
wasted funds, and certainly not a duplication of work.

As a Council we are still challenged with providing whole of community outcomes to
one that is often referred to as divided over the renewable energy transition. The
frustration of many sectors statewide over the drawn out path we face should not be
confused with Councils’ legislated role in the State Significant Development process.
Our decision making ability and authority is restricted under this legislation, but as |
have stated before your Council will always push to negotiate the best outcome for our
Local Government Area.
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SURVEYS

The comments in the article raised one very pertinent point. The Community Strategic
Plan for Councils needs to be updated by 30 June. This is a mandatory requirement of
the Independent Planning and Reporting (IP&R) system and is part of a suite of
documents that guide councils over the coming years and is done after every new
Council is elected. Council has engaged consultants to assist in this process and there
will be a series of public engagements and surveys performed to gather your input.
There is so much background information on the Local Government website in relation
to this process for those that wish to become involved.

Today we seem to be constantly surveyed or consulted and Council is very aware of
overkill in this area, BUT, this is an important opportunity to play a role in the vision for
Walcha's future.

Clr Eric Noakes
Mayor of Walcha

Our Ref: W0O/2025/00380 Page 3 of 3



