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THE NEW COUNCIL 

It’s been a while since I have written a column, with the caretaker mode before Council 

elections and the length of time before counting finishes there is a period of being in 

the doldrums for the elected body. For the first time without wards the election felt a 

bit different, and probably reflected a strong field of candidates standing. As 6 new 

Councillors were elected I feel that we have “hit the ground running” with delivery of 

projects, setting up for the renewable transition and financial sustainability being at the 

forefront for the first couple of months. Financial sustainability is at the forefront of 

nearly every council, and special rate variation a priority of many councils post election. 

With both the Australian and State Governments carrying large deficits, competitive 

grant funding that is the life support of Local Government is drying up. This is evidenced 

by the withdrawal of $14 million from Glen Innes Severn and Armidale Regional Councils 

for a rail trail. 

 

THE POOL 

In July this year Council was successful in gaining a $1.8 million grant for further pool 

refurbishment. This is on top of the over $1 million that has already been allocated and 

spent on the pool. The catch with the latest grant is that it must be spent before June 

30 2025, and the pool must be closed for the repairs. Obviously this has implications for 

the closing time of the pool at the end of the season. As the contract has now been let 

the Infrastructure Department, along with Council will work towards a program that will 

have least impact on schools and the public, while still keeping the funding partners 

happy.  The contract was only let last Wednesday and finalisation of timelines etc are 

included in a release elsewhere in the Advocate and on Councils’ website.  The outcome 

may not be ideal for everyone but for the long term future of the pool and associated 

infrastructure this is vital work. While it is of little comfort Inverell had no pool last year 

and it will not open until January next year due to reconstruction. When timelines are 

developed Council will update the community on the outcome.  

 

DERBY STREET 

Another capital works that is causing disruption around town is the Derby Street 

reconstruction. Northbound can be mitigated but travelling south has implications for 

traffic and travel times. There is no alternate route going that way and hold ups can be 

frustrating. Council is working with the contractor to have the least delay possible, but 

traffic control is extremely expensive and safety must be paramount. This disruption will 

carry into the first quarter of next year.  

 

RENEWABLE TRANSITION 

Without delving too deep into this contentious issue just an update on progress from 

Councils’ perspective in this space. Winterbourne Wind stills sits with the Department 
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of Planning as submissions are answered. This project will go to the Independent 

Planning Commission and at some stage next year they will hold public meetings in 

Walcha with the opportunity to address these. The Origin owned Ruby Hills project is 

still being scoped with a projected time of entering the Department in the first half of 

next year.  

 

The transmission line and Central South Hub project are also still in the scoping stage 

with landholder agreements being negotiated. The completion of this project is 

paramount to the New England Renewable Energy Zone being commissioned  but still 

seems a long way off. The Renewable Energy Guidelines are mandated and should make 

negotiations around Community Benefit Funds easier.  

 

Council is constantly engaged with the appropriate levels of Government around 

progress and better outcomes but a revolving door of the people we deal with hinders 

continuity.  

 

On a related topic Council requested Original Energy extend their survey in relation to 

their involvement in the New England Renewable Energy Zone. This can be found at 

Origin-New England-Voconiq Local Voices. This will now be live until 31 December.  

 

AUSTRALIA DAY 

A call out for nominations for our Australia Day awards. There are many worthy residents 

that deserve recognition, so don’t leave it to someone else to nominate as they may be 

relying on you. All information is on the Council website.  

 

CHRISTMAS 

As this is the last column for this year I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of 

Council to wish everyone all the best for Christmas and the New Year. However you 

choose to celebrate and with whom I hope that you come through the holiday time safe 

and refreshed. We will be deep into the new year before we know it. A reminder that 

most Council services take break from 19 December and return on Monday 6 January. 

Once again emergency contacts are on Council website.  
 

 

 

Clr Eric Noakes 

Mayor of Walcha    


