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VALE Clr Greg Schaefer 

By now I believe the whole community would be aware of the passing of Clr Greg Schaefer.  

Too many times we don’t realise the worth and contribution of people until we reflect on it.  

Greg was happy being a Chief or an Indian, whatever was required to get the job done.  He 

leaves a hole in both Council and the community which seems harder to fill these days. 

Greg’s funeral will be held on Friday 11 August 2023 at 11am at the St Paul’s Presbyterian 

Church Walcha. 

Underground Lines  

The impression I get from many conversations I have that a lot of our community is tiring of 

the constant renewables’ discussions.  Despite this our Council continues to navigate the 

way forward and to advocate on behalf of the community in order to shape the outcome of 

any successful projects in our LGA.  With this in mind I will continue to give transparency 

through this column of what we are doing. 

Last Thursday Interim General Manager Phil Hood and myself attended a State Inquiry into 

placing large transmission lines underground.  This was instigated by a Bill put forward by 

Adam Marshall and will report back within a month.  Walcha was included with Uralla and 

Armidale Councils and I believe the Senators from the Liberal National Party, Labour and 

Cross Benches were interested in the impact of both transmission and renewable projects 

and their impacts both financially and socially on communities.  One strong and recurring 

theme in most meetings we have with any group is that Walcha is becoming known 

statewide for the disruption being caused to our small community. 

Showing what I believe is a severe lack of understanding of community engagement is that 

at no stage has there been any flow of information to the public about the pros and cons of 

the different types of transmission infrastructure.  Information is key to good decisions.  My 

closing remark to the Inquiry was that we need to change the idea that giving information 

constitutes engagement, but this is what I feel is constantly happening. 

This week we also meet with our local engagement officer from EnCo, both individually and 

again later in the week with CoREM.  Through Country Mayors we will have an audience with 

the State Energy Minister the Honourable Penny Sharpe.  We still await a direct meeting with 

her. 

The Old Hospital 

You may have noticed that our derelict State Government asset, our once proud hospital, is 

in the news again.  With a change of State Government and a new State Member that is 

showing interest in a solution I wrote to the Health and Housing Ministers to try and speed 
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up an outcome.  Everyone seems to want to divest themselves of this building, but no one 

with the power will step up.  The condition of this facility has deteriorated to a disgrace and 

if it belonged to anyone else, with its potential for contamination, it would probably be the 

government itself that enforced its rehabilitation. 

It’s now been sixteen years and I believe we are behind where we started.  I saw the Health 

Minister comment on the NBN News the other night in relation to it and his response did 

not exactly inspire me. 

Adam Marshall is on leave for a couple of weeks but when he returns the Minister is happy 

to meet with him.  I will also look into a petition to be tabled in Parliament if this is Adam’s 

advice.  I don’t think we will get the 10,000 signatures required for it to be automatically read 

but at 500 it can be tabled.  It’s a bit more complicated than one might think but we can get 

advice on how that works. 

Infrastructure Update 

 Our Off Creek Storage continues to fill, albeit at a slower rate due to a temporary 

pumping arrangement, but it is filling and securing our future day by day with dry 

times predicted.  Tenders for necessary pump station upgrades are being advertised 

now after a frustratingly long period in design. 

 At our last meeting the first, revised concept designs for the two sections of Derby 

Street were tabled.  Well done to our team for the excellent outcome (which will be 

worth the wait). 

 Also tabled was the concept design for the footpath along Darjeeling Road to link 

John Oxley Sportsground footpath back to the upgraded Lions Park. 

 Council is in the process of tendering for the resheeting of approximately 55kms of 

local roads.  Addressing critical needs for both safety and accessibility is the focus of 

this spend and while not every unsealed road will get improvement this time, an 

almost $1.7M in gravel resheeting investment (thanks to grant funding boosts) will 

be a welcome shot in the arm for our local road network. 

 Coupled with this is the recently purchased Jetpatcher that you will see out and about 

on sealed roads.  This machine will patch holes but also seal larger sections of road 

rehabilitation. 

 If you are travelling east on the Oxley Highway over the next few months check for 

road closures that may impact your travels.  They are manageable but better to 

understand before leaving. 


