
Walcha Council  
Ordinary Council Meeting  
27 September 2017  
 

Submitted to Council: 27 September 2017 
 
……………………..……… General Manager  ……………….………….. Mayor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late 
Reports 

LATE REPORTS 
September 2017 Business Paper Page 1



Walcha Council  
Ordinary Council Meeting  
27 September 2017  
 

Submitted to Council: 27 September 2017 
 
……………………..……… General Manager  ……………….………….. Mayor 

LATE REPORT 1   Ref:  WO/2017/1701 
Title: Affix Common Seal - Crown Lands Offer of Licence 
Author:  Senior Manager – Water, Sewer and Waste 
Previous Items:  Nil 
Attachment:   WI/17/10505 – Letter of Offer 
________________________________________________________________________ 
CSP Ref:  6.3 – Water supply and sewerage services will be physically and environmentally 
sensitive. 
or 
6.3.1.6.3 – Reduce the volume of effluent discharged into the Apsley River by the completion of 
the Sewerage Treatment Plant Upgrade. 
 
Introduction: 
To proceed with the refurbishment of the existing maturation pond as per the 
programmed Sewer Treatment Plant upgrade work the pond needs to be emptied of old 
effluent water.  The EPA will not allow the old water to be discharged into the Apsley 
River due to levels of copper; hence Council has requested approval from Crown Lands 
to temporarily irrigate the water over the land known as ‘Sugarloaf Hill’. 
 
 
Report: 
An offer of a licence has been authorised by Crown Lands and will remain open for 
40 days (from 15 September).  To accept the offer of the licence, the licence 
document must be executed under Council’s Common Seal. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council approve the affixing of the Common Seal to all documentation 
relating to the Crown Lands offer of licence FURTHER THAT the affixing of the 
Common Seal be attested to by the Mayor and the General Manager. 
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LATE REPORT 2  Ref:  WO/2017/1675 
Title: Local Development Data Analysis Annual Report 
Author:  Environmental Services Manager 
Previous Items:  Nil 
Attachment:   Nil 
________________________________________________________________________ 
CSP Ref:  8.1.2.1 – Provide high quality support to Council and Councillors. 
8.1.2.1.1 – Keep Councillors aware of issues affecting Local Government. 
 
Introduction: 
Each year, Council is required to submit a local development performance 
monitoring return to the NSW Department of Planning and Environment, which 
provides an annual overview of the performance of the NSW planning system and 
information on local and regional development determined by Council, private 
certifiers and regional planning panels. 
 
The information provided includes the volume and value of various types of 
application, determination times, Council staffing, and who determined applications. 
 
The following report is a summary of Walcha Council’s data and a statistical 
analysis of local development. 
 
Report: 
Total Number of Applications 
 
 07/08 08/09 09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 16/17 
DA 67 49 43 34 39 37 25 22 32 20 
CC 49 34 31 21 27 28 17 16 21 14 
CDC 1 0 9 4 8 6 13 9 6 8 
S96 2 1 0 0 2 2 0 2 3 2 
OC 5 9 9 12 11 24 15 13 9 6 
SC 7 3 7 8 7 8 8 4 8 4 
TOTAL 131 96 100 79 94 105 78 66 79 54 
 
Key: 
DA – development application 
CC – Construction certificate 
CDC – complying development certificate 
S96 – Modification to development application 
OC – occupation certificate 
SC – subdivision certificate 
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Total Development Value 
 
 Total 

Development 
Value 

Average 
Development 
Value 

Development 
Application 
Value 

Complying 
Development 
Value 

07/08 $6,879,720 $98,281 $6,879,720 $0 
08/09 $3,966,227 $79,324 $3,966,227 $0 
09/10 $6,171,167 $118,676 $4,450,423 $1,720,744 
10/11 $4,090,866 $107,654 $2,730,318 $1,360,548 
11/12 $4,669,666 $95,299 $2,341,986 $1,462,680 
12/13 $2,868,406 $66,707 $2,547,406 $321,000 
13/14 $3,898,742 $102,598 $2,175,260 $1,723,482 
14/15 $2,342,351 $75,560 $1,894,851 $447,500 
15/16 $4,526,040 $110,391 $3,698,140 $659,900 
16/17 $4,538,795 $151,293 $4,024,495 $324,300 
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Category of Development Applications 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
07/08 17 13 0 1 0 0 11 0 8 0 0 3 1 15 
08/09 7 8 0 0 0 0 5 0 3 1 0 0 2 11 
09/10 17 6 0 0 0 0 0 2 7 0 2 1 1 7 
10/11 13 5 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 1 1 10 
11/12 18 4 2 0 0 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 12 
12/13 18 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 11 
13/14 11 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 9 
14/15 4 3 1 0 0 0 1 0 5 0 0 1 0 9 
15/16 15 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 9 
16/17 8 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 2 
 

Key: 
1. Residential Alterations & Additions 
2. Residential – Single New Dwelling 
3. Residential – New Second Occupancy 
4. Residential – New Multi Unit <20 Dwellings 
5. Residential – New Multi Unit 20+ Dwellings 
6. Residential – Seniors Living 
7. Residential – Other (boarding houses, group homes, caravan parks) 
8. Tourist (tourist and visitor accommodation) 
9. Commercial / Retail / Office 
10. Mixed 
11. Infrastructure (transport, utilities, telecommunications) 
12. Industrial (rural industry, warehouse & storage, extractive industry) 
13. Community Facility (educational establishments, libraries, public recreation) 
14. Other (subdivision) 
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Category of Complying Development Applications 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
07/08 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
08/09 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
09/10 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 
10/11 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
11/12 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
12/13 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
13/14 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 
14/15 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
15/16 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
16/17 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 

1. Residential Alterations & Additions 
2. Residential – Single New Dwelling 
3. Residential – New Second Occupancy 
4. Residential – New Multi Unit <20 Dwellings 
5. Residential – New Multi Unit 20+ Dwellings 
6. Residential – Seniors Living 
7. Residential – Other (boarding houses, group homes, caravan parks) 
8. Tourist (tourist and visitor accommodation) 
9. Commercial / Retail / Office 
10. Mixed 
11. Infrastructure (transport, utilities, telecommunications) 
12. Industrial (rural industry, warehouse & storage, extractive industry) 
13. Community Facility (educational establishments, libraries, public recreation) 
14. Other (subdivision) 
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Monthly Comparison of Number of DA Determinations 
 
 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
07/08 4 5 8 6 10 7 9 2 6 2 7 2 
08/09 6 3 1 5 7 2 8 0 4 1 8 5 
09/10 5 6 2 4 1 3 4 4 3 1 4 5 
10/11 1 0 0 5 8 4 0 1 0 5 7 2 
11/12 2 3 2 7 6 1 1 4 3 2 6 4 
12/13 3 6 1 7 3 1 5 1 5 0 2 5 
13/14 7 1 2 4 2 1 0 5 0 0 0 3 
14/15 4 2 1 2 2 1 1 3 3 3 1 1 
15/16 3 6 3 6 3 2 3 2 1 3 3 0 
16/17 2 2 1 0 3 1 1 2 3 2 2 3 
 
Monthly Comparison of Number of CDC Determinations 
 
 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
07/08 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
08/09 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
09/10 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 0 
10/11 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
11/12 1 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 
12/13 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 
13/14 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 1 1 1 0 3 
14/15 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 3 1 2 0 
15/16 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 2 1 0 0 
16/17 0 0 0 0 4 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 
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Determination Time of Development Applications 
 
 Mean 

Determination 
Time 

Median 
Determination 
Time 

Mean 
Determination 
Time less 
Referral / 
STC Days 

No. of FTE 
Staff 

07/08 35.39 33 21.89 0.2 
08/09 49.26 33.5 21 0.2 
09/10 22.88 21 19 0.2 
10/11 31.82 28 19.12 0.2 
11/12 30.44 28 18.37 0.2 
12/13 31.77 22 19.21 0.2 
13/14 33.96 31 31.84 0.2 
14/15 23.96 20 16.21 0.2 
15/16 28.17 27 23.91 0.2 
16/17 30.59 28 29.91 0.2 
 
Determination Time of Complying Development Applications 
 
 Mean 

Determination 
Time 

Median 
Determination 
Time 

07/08 15 15 
08/09 N/A N/A 
09/10 7.44 9 
10/11 7.75 8 
11/12 6.88 7.5 
12/13 9.67 8.5 
13/14 5.62 7 
14/15 13.56 15 
15/16 5.83 7.5 
16/17 10.25 10 
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Number & Type of Determination Decisions of Development Applications 
 
 Council Staff Councillors Approval Refusal 
07/08 64 5 68 1 
08/09 40 10 50 0 
09/10 32 11 42 1 
10/11 31 3 34 0 
11/12 36 4 40 0 
12/13 36 3 39 0 
13/14 24 1 25 0 
14/15 24 0 24 0 
15/16 34 1 35 0 
16/17 21 1 22 0 
 
Number & Type of Determination Decisions of Complying Development 
Applications 
 
 Council Staff Private Certifier Approval Rejected 
07/08 1 0 1 0 
08/09 0 0 0 0 
09/10 7 2 8 1 
10/11 4 0 4 0 
11/12 7 1 6 2 
12/13 6 0 6 0 
13/14 10 3 13 0 
14/15 9 0 9 0 
15/16 6 0 6 0 
16/17 8 0 8 0 
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Key Issues 
 
Whilst the number of occupation certificates, S96 applications, and subdivision 
certificates have remained steady over the last 10 years; the number of development 
applications lodged has declined slightly, this could be due to a slight increase in the 
number of complying development applications and also the introduction of the 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development) Codes 
2008 (Codes SEPP), which specifies a number of development types that have 
minimal environmental impact as exempt development i.e. not requiring 
development consent. 
 
Overall in NSW development activity has been increasing each year, by 7.2% in 
2014/2015 from 2013/2014; and 18.9% in value in 2014/2015 from 2013/2014, 
totalling $34.10 billion dollars worth of new development approved; Walcha 
attributes 0.007% to this development. Close to 60% of development occurs in the 
Sydney region. 
 
The time taken to approve development applications also appears to be increasing 
each year, with the State taking on average 71 days gross during 2014/2015, 
compared to Walcha taking on average 24 days to determine a DA, this timeframe 
remains steady, with Walcha taking an average of 32 days to determine a DA over 
the previous 10 year period. Gross days are the total number of days as opposed to 
net days which take into account days taken for stop-the-clock and referrals to State 
agencies. NSW takes an average of net 48 days to determine a development 
application and Walcha takes an average of net of 16 days. 
 
The average gross times for residential DA determinations was 66 days in NSW in 
2014/2015; residential development accounts for almost ¾ of development across 
NSW. In Walcha it accounts for 50-60% of development, however last year there 
was a large increase to 83 % of development being for residential development. 
 
On average 58 DAs were determined per FTE (full-time equivalent) Council staff. 
Walcha has 0.2 full-time equivalent staff and determined 22 development 
applications, or on average 37 development applications per year; equal to 110 and 
185 DAs per FTE respectively. 16 Councils recorded more than 100 development 
determination per FTE staff. 
 
2014/2015 was the last Local Development Performance Monitoring Publication 
released by the NSW Department of Planning and Environment. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council note the report 
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