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Submitted to Council: 26 August 2015 

……………………..……… General Manager  ……………….………….. Mayor 

Dear Mayor and Councillors 

You are requested to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Walcha Council to be held 
in the Council Chambers, Hamilton Street, Walcha on Wednesday, 
26 August 2015 commencing at 2:00pm. 

Yours sincerely 

Jack O’Hara  
GENERAL MANAGER 

INDEX 

1. Apologies

2. Confirmation of Previous Minutes
2.1 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Wednesday, 

29 July 2015 at Walcha Council Chambers.  WO/2015/01471 

3. Business Arising

4. Declarations of Interest

5. Mayoral Minute

6. Senior Officers Reports
6.1 Development Application 10.2015.12 Demolition of existing dwelling, Multi 

dwelling housing (9units) & Consolidation of Title – Mr C & Mrs T Dawson
– 8N Middle Street, Walcha WO/2015/01360 

6.2 Grants for Junior Sporting / Coaching Clinics  WO/2015/01576 
6.3 Part Day Public Holiday for 2016 Walcha Races  WO/2015/01587 
6.4 Review of Walcha Council Community Care Advisory Committee under 

Section 355       WO/2015/01580 
6.5 Variation of Central Northern Regional Libraries Regional Library 

Agreement extension      WO/2015/01566 
6.6 Affix Common Seal to Tablelands Community Transport Provision Contract 

– Uralla Shire Council & Walcha Council WO/2015/01575 
6.7 Committee of the Whole Referral – Request to Purchase Lot 6 DP 1046217 at 

Beaver Place Walcha      WO/2015/01600 

7. Notice of Motion
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8. Matters of Urgency
(Resolution to admit matters of urgency before being further considered by
Council).

9. Management Review Report WO/2015/01563 

10. Committee Reports
10.1 Minutes of the Walcha Council Community Care (WCCC) Advisory 

Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, 4 August 2015. 
WO/2015/01499 

11. Delegates Reports
11.1 Minutes of the Country Mayors Association of New South Wales Meeting 

held on Thursday, 6 August 2015 at Country Embassy, Sydney. 
WI/2015/04818 

Resolution to adjourn the Ordinary Meeting and to move into Committee of the 
Whole and to exclude the Press and the Public from the entire proceedings of the 
Committee Meeting. 

Resolution to move into Open Council. 

Resolution to adopt Committee of the Whole Report and Recommendations. 
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Present:

Apologies: 

Confirmation of the Ordinary Meeting Minutes held on Wednesday 
29 July 2015: 

Matters arising from the Ordinary Meeting Minutes held on Wednesday 
29 July 2015: 



This is page 1 of 6 of Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes held 29 July 2015 

…………………………General Manager  ………………………………Mayor 

ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 

held on 

Wednesday, 29 July 2015  

at 

3:30pm 

at 

Walcha Council Chambers 

PRESENT: Clr JM Archdale (Chairman) Mayor together with 
Councillors KW Ferrier, WJ Heazlett, L Levingston, CM Lyon, SJ 
Schmutter, RS Thomson and MJ Woods. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr JG O’Hara, General Manager, Mr MG 
Fanning, Director – Engineering Services and Mrs LJ Latham 
Environmental Services Manager. 

1. APOLOGIES:

Nil. 
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2. CONFIRMATION OF THE ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES HELD
ON WEDNESAY, 24 JUNE 2015: 

1 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Levingston and Heazlett that the 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday, 24 June 2015, copies of which 
have been distributed to all members, be taken as read and confirmed a TRUE 
record with the following AMENDMENT: 

10.1 Minutes of the Walcha Council Tourism Advisory Committee Meeting 
held on 9 June 2015 
Councillor Ferrier tendered his resignation from the Tourism Advisory Committee. 

3. BUSINESS ARISING

Nil. 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Item:  2.2 Staff Committee Minutes 
The General Manager declared an interest in this matter, being the subject of the 
Report. 

5. MAYORAL MINUTE

Nil. 

6. SENIOR OFFICERS REPORT

2 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Schmutter and Heazlett that the 
Senior Officers’ Reports be RECEIVED for further consideration. 

3 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Lyon and Levingston that the 
Order of Business be altered and that LATE REPORT No.:2   Rate Incentive 
Scheme be considered first. 

Late Report 2:  Additional Rates Incentive Scheme Draw for 2015/2016 
WO/2015/01429 

4 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Lyon and Woods that Council 
conduct an additional Rate Incentive Scheme Competition for the sign up to emailed 
delivery of rates and sign up to direct debit payments for the 2015/2016 rating year 
and provide the prize of $500 in local shopping vouchers. 

Afternoon Tea 
Afternoon tea commenced at 3:33pm and resumed at 4:00pm. 
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6.1 Annual Review of Investment Policy WO/2015/01289 

5 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Schmutter and Ferrier that 
Council note that a review of the Investment Policy has been carried out and 
ADOPT the Investment Policy as presented. 

6.2 Community Recycling Centre Update WO/2015/01380 

The Report was NOTED by Council. 

6.3 Local Government Remuneration Tribunal Annual Review 2015 
WO/2015/01277 

It was MOVED Councillor Schmutter Seconded Councillor Levingston that there be 
no change in the Councillor Fee or Mayoral Fee, that being Councillor Fee is 
$10,000 and the Mayoral Fee $19,000. 

An AMENDMENT was Moved Councillor Heazlett Seconded Ferrier that the 
Mayoral Fee be increased to $20,000 and the Councillor Fee remain at $10,000. 

The Amendment on being put to the VOTE was LOST. 

6 Subsequently the Original Motion became the Substantive Motion and was 
put to the VOTE and CARRIED. 

6.4 Sewer Treatment Plant Update WO/2015/01376 

The Report was NOTED by Council. 

6.5 Annual Review of Publication Guide WO/2015/01396 

7 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Schmutter and Levingston that 
Council ADOPT the Draft Publication Guide 2015/2016. 

6.6 Town Water Supply Update WO/2015/01372 

The Report was NOTED by Council. 

6.7 Review of Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy WO/2015/01384 

8 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Lyon and Thomson that Council 
place the “Payment of Expenses and the Provision of Facilities for Mayors, 
Councillors & Staff” Policy on public exhibition inviting public submissions for a 
period of 28 days as per the Local Government Act 1993 Section 253(1). 
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…………………………General Manager  ………………………………Mayor 

6.8 Entering & Sealing of Rate Book – 2014/2015 Year WO/2015/01199 

9 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Woods and Lyon that the 
Common Seal be affixed to the 2014/2015 Rate Book Reconciliation and be attested 
to by the Mayor and the General Manager. 

6.9 Initial Reconciliation of Valuations to Rates Levied 2015/2016 
WO/2015/01199 

10 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Woods and Lyon that the 
Common Seal be affixed to the Initial Reconciliation of Valuations to Rates Levied 
as at 1 July 2015 and be attested to by the Mayor and the General Manager. 

6.10 Referral to Committee of the Whole – Risk & Audit Committee 
Membership & Staff Committee Minutes    WO/2015/01400 

11 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Lyon and Levingston that, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 10 of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
matters of “Risk & Audit Committee Membership” AND “Staff Committee 
Minutes” be referred to be discussed in Committee of the Whole for the reason that 
these reports relate to personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 
Councillors). 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

12 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Levingston and Ferrier that 
Council resolve into Committee of the Whole and that the press and public be 
excluded from the entire proceedings of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole 
for the reason that these reports relate to personnel matters concerning particular 
individuals (other than Councillors). 

13 The Meeting resumed in OPEN Council on the Motion of Councillors Ferrier 
and Heazlett. 

The Mayor reported whilst in Committee of the Whole the following matters were 
discussed. 

PRESENT:  Present and IN Attendance were the same as listed in the Minutes of 
the Ordinary Meeting with the exception of the press and the public. 
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2.1 Audit & Risk Committee Independent Representatives Membership 
WINT/2015/01757 

The Committee RECOMMENDED on the Motion of Councillors Lyon and 
Heazlett that Council offer the third Independent Representative position on Walcha 
Council’s Audit & Risk Committee to David Andrew Locke. 

The General Manager left the Chambers. 
2.2 Staff Committee Minutes 

The Committee RECOMMENDED on the Motion of Woods and Levingston that 
the General Manager’s performance demonstrated professional proficiency and 
obtained above average results and a formal vote of thanks for the General 
Manager’s Performance during the past twelve months. 

The General Manager returned to the Chambers and was informed of the 
recommendation. 

ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

14 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Heazlett and Lyon that the Report 
and Recommendations of the Meeting of the Walcha Council Committee of the 
Whole held on Wednesday 29 July 2015 be ADOPTED by Council. 

The Chairman publicly declared the recommendations passed by the Committee 
whilst in Committee of the Whole. 

LATE REPORTS 

1. Financial Assistance Grants for 2015/2016 WO/2015/01426 
The Report was NOTED by Council. 

7. MATTERS OF URGENCY

1. Investment Opportunities
Councillor Lyon requested this matter to be discussed as a matter of urgency. 

15 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Lyon and Heazlett that the matter 
of Investment Opportunities be considered as a matter of urgency. 

16 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Lyon and Heazlett that the 
General Manager prepare a report on Council’s investment options with the report to 
include the costs of Council houses and the return on the investments. 
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…………………………General Manager  ………………………………Mayor 

8. NOTICE OF MOTIONS

Nil. 

9. MANAGEMENT REVIEW REPORTS WO/2015/01385 

17 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Schmutter and Lyon that the 
Walcha Brochure be ENDORSED by Council. 

The Mayor then called for nominations to replace Councillor Ferrier as the 
Chairperson of the Committee.  Councillor Lyon was elected unopposed. 

18 RESOLVED on the Motion of Councillors Lyon and Thomson that items 
included in the Management Review Report, numbered 1 to 12 inclusive, be 
NOTED by Council. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Nil. 

11. DELEGATE REPORTS

11.1 Minutes of the New England Group of Councils (NEGOC) Meeting held at 
Uralla Shire Council on Wednesday, 1 July 2015.   WI/2015/04439 

11.2 Minutes of the Namoi Councils Joint Organisation Meeting held on 
Thursday, 2 July 2015 held at Liverpool Plains Shire Council. WI/2015/04136 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN DECLARED 
THE MEETING CLOSED AT 4:40PM. 
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Item 6: 

Senior Officers’ 
Reports 
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Item:  6.1 Ref:  WO/15/1360 
Title: Development Application 10.2015.12 Demolition of existing 

dwelling, Multi dwelling housing (9 units) & consolidation of title – 
Mr C & Mrs T Dawson – 8N Middle St, Walcha 

Author: Environmental Services Manager 
Previous Items:  Nil 
Attachment:  Development Assessment Report, Statement of Environmental 

Effects, Plans and Submissions 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Introduction: 
This proposed development is for the construction of 9 residential units consisting of 3 
buildings containing two 1 bedroom units and one 2 bedroom unit.  There is an existing 
dwelling which will require demolition. The development is over two lots, and these will 
require consolidation as part of the development approval.  The application will be 
staged.  Staging will consist of: 

1. Demolition of Existing Dwelling.
2. Units 7-9
3. Units 4-6
4. Units 1-3

The purpose of this report is the consideration of the submissions in relation to the 
development. 

Report: 
The zoning of the land is R1 – General Residential and the area of the land is 3002.5m2.  
This development is permissible under the Walcha Local Environmental Plan 2012. 

The infrastructure needs for this proposal would be: 
1. Internal, water, sewer, drainage and pavement design details to be completed and

approved by Council. 
2. A water meter for each unit.
3. Layback access provision.

There was no infrastructure issue that could not be conditioned in a straight forward and 
appropriate manner. 

This property is affected by the Walcha Floodplain Risk Management Study 2009.  The 
front of the land is affected by the 1:100 year flood also known as a 1% flood.  The 
applicant will need to ensure that all floor levels are 500 mm above this level. 

Notification was carried out as per Council’s Notification Policy.  There were 5 
submissions received, hence the trigger for this report.  The submissions raised the 
following issues: 

Noise 
The density of the development is inappropriate to Walcha. 
Decrease in Property Values 
Privacy 
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 Security 
 Architecture 
 The tenants will be those with mental disabilities, and those recovering from 

alcohol and drug problems 
 Policing 
 Maintenance. 

A development assessment is attached along with the statement of environmental effects, 
plans and the submissions.  The development assessment contains a full discussion on all 
issues raised and considered. 

Key Issues: 
This proposed development: 

 Is permitted under the Walcha Local Environmental Plan 2012. 
 The development has appropriate conditions applied in regards to the 

infrastructure of water, sewer, drainage provisions, kerb and gutter, and access 
upgrade and provision. 

 Had five submissions. 
 
Conclusion: 
This proposed development is a fair development.  This development will result in an 
increase in density for this area, but one that is not unreasonable.   
 
It is subjective to assume the increased density is out of character for Walcha and that 
there is no demand for this type of development.  Council is not able to determine this, as 
this is the responsibility of the developer, as they take the financial risk of this nature.  
The developer determines their market and takes responsibility for the uptake of any such 
opportunity.  Council responsibility is to provide the policy (Walcha LEP & DCP) to 
enable this to occur. 
 
There is no reason this development can be refused as all issues are able to be 
appropriately conditioned as part of the development approval.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council approve Development Application 10.2015.12 being for multi dwelling 
housing, demolition of dwelling and consolidation which is staged development 
consisting of: 
 

a) Stage 1 - Demolition of existing dwelling; 
b) Stage 2 – Construction of units 7, 8 and 9, and consolidation;   
c) Stage 3 – Construction of units 4, 5 and 6; and 
d) Stage 4 – Construction of units 1, 2 and 3. 

 
On land known as 8n Middle Street, Walcha, being Lot 6 Section 8 DP 759035 and 
Lot 2 DP 514505 under the ownership of T & C Dawson subject to the conditions in 
the Development Assessment Report. 
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Item:  6.2 Ref:  WO/2015/01576 
Title: Grants for Junior Sporting / Coaching Clinics  
Author: General Manager  
Previous Items:  Not Applicable 
Attachment:   Yes 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Introduction: 
Each year Council invite, by advertisement, the sporting groups of Walcha to apply 
for Junior Coaching Clinic grants.   

Report: 
The main objective for these grants is to provide children with coaching 
opportunities in Walcha that they would not normally be able to access.   

Council’s policy states:   

“The provision of an annual allocation of funds is not guaranteed.  Grant funds will only be 
made available to defray the cost of providing coaches and/or instructors.  Preference shall be 
given to coaching clinics where the participants contribute to the cost.  Grant funds shall not be 
provided for ongoing programs and must be spent within 12 months.  Grant funds shall not be 
provided for clinics that are already completed.  Funds will be made available for coaching 
clinics held for the benefit of the children of Walcha ratepayers.”   

Council have advertised for applications for Junior Coaching Clinic grants and have 
received the following applications: 

1. Walcha & District Tennis Association – 30-60 participants requesting $600.
2. Walcha Pony Club – 80 participants requesting $2,000.
3. Walcha Flippers Swimming Club – 40 participants requesting $1500.

Copies of applications are attached to the report. Council annual budget is $3,000 
however there are carry over funds from previous years of $3,900.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

For Council’s consideration. 
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Item:  6.3 Ref:  WO/2015/01587 
Title: Part Day Public Holiday for 2016 Walcha Races 
Author: General Manager 
Previous Items:  SEP12 Local Public Holidays – WO/2012/01169 
Attachment:   Yes 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction: 
This report is to organise the Part Day Public Holiday for the Walcha Races on 
5 February2016. 

Report: 
As in the previous few years, Council must carry out public consultation before 
applying.  Council must consider and be aware of the potential impact the 
application will have upon businesses and communities located within the 
designated public holiday areas.  This means that all employees whose place of work 
is within a local public holiday area will be entitled to be absent from work on the 
day or half day or part day that is the local public holiday or half holiday or part 
holiday.  In addition, employees who work on the day or part day may then have an 
entitlement to penalty rates.   

The other major stakeholders within our community are schools and banks.  Council 
are to ensure that each School within the area and each bank manager are consulted. 

Each application to the Minister must state if the request was approved by Council 
resolution, if other options were considered, eg:  Local Event Day, and to what 
extent the community consultation was taken in respect of the request.   

As per previous years, Council would apply for a part day public holiday from 12 
noon to 6pm which would assist the hospitality employers in not paying penalty 
rates after 6pm. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council propose a  Part Day Public Holiday , from 12 noon to 6pm, for the 
Walcha Races 2016 and  invite the community to submit comments on this option 
before September 2015 Ordinary Council Meeting. 
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Item:  6.4 Ref:  WO/2011/01580 
Title: Review of Walcha Council Community Care Advisory Committee 

under Section 355 
Author: Environmental Services Manager 
Previous Items:  Not Applicable 
Attachment:   Nil 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction: 
As per the resolution of Council at its December 2014 meeting to carry out a review 
of all its Section 355 Committees with a view to aligning the purpose of the 
Committees with the themes of the Community Strategic Plan, the Walcha Council 
Community Care Advisory Committee Roles and Structures have been revised to 
ensure they are linked with the Walcha Community Strategic Plan. 

The Walcha Community Strategic Plan (CSP) highlights the importance of, and 
demand for, appropriate Walcha Council Community Care (WCCC) services to 
the community: 

CSP 1.1 
Walcha will be serviced by an integrated and efficient 
transport network. 

Council’s Role 
Other
Stakeholders 

1.1.5 Improve community and public transport. 
Facilitator 
Advocate 

Transport for NSW 

CSP 2.1 

Commercial and tourist development will be promoted and 
encouraged to grow in harmony with the natural 
environment, to take maximum advantage of commercial 
opportunities and to increase local employment. 

Council’s Role 
Other
Stakeholders 

2.1.5 
Promote Walcha’s suitability for the aged care 
community and associated industries. 

Leader 
Facilitator 
Advocate 

ADHC 

CSP 4.1 
Health services and facilities will be provided and 
where appropriate managed locally to meet the 
needs of the community. 

Council’s Role Other Stakeholders 

4.1.3 
Ensure that all residents can access the health 
information and health services that are available. 

Advocate Riverview, HLHN 

4.1.6 
Ensure adequate transport is provided for community 
members to access local, regional and State services. 

Leader 
Facilitator 
Advocate 

HLHN, DOH, NSW 
Transport 

CSP 6.1 
Social services will be planned, maintained and 
coordinated so that they meet the current and 
future needs of all groups in the community. 

Council’s Role Other Stakeholders 

6.1.1 
Provide and support Home and Community Care and 
Meals on Wheels programs so that they reach the 
appropriate clientele. 

Leader 
Facilitator 

ADHC 
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6.1.2 
Support activities that provide meaningful engagement 
and social interaction. 

Leader 
Facilitator 

Community Groups 

6.1.3 
Support current volunteer efforts and increase 
volunteer participation. 

Leader 
Advocate 

Community Groups 

CSP 6.7 

Community members will be given the opportunity 
to develop their leadership skills so that they can 
better participate in the leadership of the 
community. 

Council’s Role Other Stakeholders 

6.7.1 
Encourage and support community members to 
develop leadership skills. 

Leader 
Advocate 

Community Groups 

6.7.2 
Indentify and support community members and 
activities that have the capacity to improve people’s 
quality of life. 

Leader Community Groups

6.7.3 
Provide opportunities for community members to 
become involved in the management of the 
community. 

Leader Community Groups 

The Walcha CSP is developed along with the NSW 2021 Plan which includes 
important goals in relation to the services of WCCC, including: 

Goal 13 –  Better protect the most vulnerable members of our community and 
break the cycle of disadvantage 

Goal 14 –  Increase opportunities for people with disability by providing supports 
that meet their individual needs and realise their potential 

Goal 24 –  Make it easier for people to be involved in their communities 
Goal 25 –  Increase opportunities for seniors in NSW to fully participate in 

community life 
Goal 26 –  Fostering opportunity and partnership with Aboriginal people 

Report: 
Section 355 of the Local Government Act, 1993 permits Council to exercise its 
functions through a committee.  The Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
provides the authority for Council to establish by resolution, such committees as it 
thinks fit.  The Regulation also covers such issues as membership of a committee, 
the quorum of a committee and the functions of a committee.  Specifically, Section 
30 of the Regulation requires that Council must specify the functions of each of its 
committees at the time they are established.  These functions may be amended 
from time to time. 

Council’s Section 355 Committees Policy specifies the conditions that are to be 
adhered to by the Committee to ensure the duties and responsibilities are being 
carried out appropriately. 
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WCCC provides services for people who are frail aged or people with disabilities, 
and their carers, who need additional support to enable them to live comfortably in 
their own homes.  Some of the services provided by WCCC include day programs, 
voluntary driver transport, buses to Armidale and Tamworth, access bus around 
Walcha on Thursdays and Meals on Wheels (available 5 days a week). 

The following is the recommended revised roles and structures of the Walcha 
Council Community Care Advisory Committee. 

Function of the Committee: 
To advise Council on policy matters and strategic issues regarding the management 
of Walcha Council Community Care. 

The Committee is to function under the relevant provisions of the Local Government 
Act 1993 and Council’s Section 355 Committees Policy. 

Membership: 
One Councillor 
Environmental Services Manager 
Community Care Coordinator 
ATSI Community Care Coordinator 
Meals on Wheels Provider 
Independent Community Care Service Provider 
Six citizen representatives (preferably consisting of a volunteer, a carer, and four 
clients) 

All 12 committee members to have voting rights. 

Election of Members 
Six citizen representatives to be elected for a two year term with half that number 
changing each year. 

Citizen membership to be restricted to a maximum of four consecutive terms i.e. 
eight years.  Casual vacancies can be appointed until the review period. 

Meetings: 
The Committee is to meet quarterly, on the third Tuesday, or as required.  The 
appointed Councillor is to act as Chairperson.  The quorum is to be 7. 
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Membership of the current Committee consists of: 
 One Councillor – Kevin Ferrier
 Environmental Services Manager – Lacey Latham
 Community Care Coordinator – Cathy Noon
 ATSI Community Care Coordinator – Elaine Bartholomew
 Meals on Wheels Provider – Kristine Bourke (Walcha MPS)
 Independent Community Care Service Provider – Debra Sweeney (Home

Care Services)
 Six citizen representatives (preferably consisting of a volunteer, a carer, and

four clients) – Sue Reardon, Kate Hoy and Ron Denham

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council adopt the revised Community Care Advisory Committee Roles 
and Structures and FURTHER THAT the current members be endorsed by 
Council for the ensuing two year term and FURTHER THAT Council advertise 
for citizen representatives for the current vacancies. 
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Item:  6.5 Ref:  WO/2015/01566 
Title: Variation of Central Northern Regional Library Regional Library 

Agreement extension   
Author: General Manager  
Previous Items:  Not Applicable 
Attachment:   Yes – WO/2015/01394 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction: 
This report is to seek Council’s approval to extend the Central Northern Regional 
Libraries Regional Library Agreement for another year to 30 June 2016. 

Report: 
Last year, the UTS Centre for Local Government was engaged by the State Library of 
NSW to assist with the Regional Library Models research project to investigate and 
recommend management models for public library cooperation and collaboration.   

It was anticipated that the final report would be available before the CNRL Regional 
Library Agreement became due for renewal.  The report has not yet been released and 
the CNRL Agreement is due for renewal on 1 July 2015.  Given the uncertainty 
surrounding the final recommendations of the Regional Library Models project, an 
extension of the CNRL Regional Library Agreement was proposed.  

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council approve the extension of the current Central Northern Regional 
Libraries Library Agreement for a further twelve month period by affixing the 
Common Seal to the Variation of Central Northern Regional Library Regional 
Library Agreement FURTHER THAT the affixing of the Common Seal be attested 
to by the Mayor and the General Manager. 
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Item:  6.6 Ref:  WO/2015/01575 
Title: Affix Common Seal to Tablelands Community Transport 

Provision Contact – Uralla Shire Council & Walcha Council 
Author: Environmental Services Manager  
Previous Items:  Not Applicable 
Attachment:   Yes 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction: 
The report seeks Council approval to affix the Common Seal to a legal document. 

Report: 
Council approval is sought to affix Council’s Common Seal to the Tableands 
Community Transport Provision Contract between Uralla Shire Council (the 
Principal) and Walcha Council Community Care (the Contractor). 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council approve the affixing of the Common Seal to the Tablelands 
Community Transport Provision Contract between Uralla Shire Council and 
Walcha Council Community Care FURTHER THAT the affixing of the Common 
Seal be attested to by the Mayor and the General Manager. 
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Item:  6.7 Ref:  WO/2015/01600 
Title: Committee of the Whole Referral –Request to Purchase Lot 6 DP 

1046217 at Beaver Place Walcha 
Author: Environmental Services Manager 
Previous Items:  Not Applicable 
Attachment:   No 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 
Council approval is sought for matters to be discussed in Committee of the Whole. 

Report 
Council approval is requested to refer matters for discussion in Committee of the Whole 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 10 of the Local Government Act, 1993. 

Approval to refer the matters to Committee of the Whole is sought because the reports 
relate to information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person 
with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business. 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 10 of the Local Government Act, 
1993, the matters of Request to Purchase Lot 6 DP 1046217 at Beaver Place Walcha be 
considered in Committee of the Whole for the reason that they relate to information 
that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business. 



Walcha Council  
Ordinary Council Meeting 
26 August 2015 Page 65 

Submitted to Council: 26 August 2015 

……………………..……… General Manager  ……………….………….. Mayor 

Ref:  WO/2015/01563 
Title: Management Review Report 
Author: General Manager  
Previous Items:  Not Applicable 
Attachment:   No 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Item 9: 

Management 
Review Reports 
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FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

1. Librarian’s Report:

No report was submitted due to the Librarian being on extended leave. 

Donna Garrad 
Librarian 

2. Listing of Bank Balances for the Month of July 2015

The Cash Book for each Fund has been reconciled with the appropriate Bank Pass 
sheets for the Month of July 2015 and the Reconciliations have been entered in the 
Cash Book. 

2015 2014 

General  $2,380,656.03  $ 1,073,192.61 

Interest Earned (YTD)  $     4,418.89 $      2,342.63   

The current Interest Rate on the General Fund held with the National Australia 
Bank is 3.00%. 

3. Investments (Local Government (Financial Management) Regulation
1993, Clause 19 (3) (A) For July 2015 

Please see the following Report for the investments placed in July 2015. 

Overdraft Limit 

An Overdraft Limit of $200,000 has been arranged with the National Australia 
Bank.  When utilised an Overdraft Interest Rate of 10.32% applies. 

Jack O’Hara 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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4. Work, Health & Safety

2014/2015 Completed Workers Compensation Claims  

Incident Date 
Description of 

Injury 
Finalisation Date Unit Name Lost Hours Claim Cost 

02/07/2014 Cut finger – 
needed stitches 

12/12/2014 Engineering Staff – 
Outdoor 

0 0 

09/07/2014 Cement particles in 
eye 

26/11/2014 Engineering Staff – 
Outdoor 

8 $279.98 

16/07/2014 Foot 28/04/2015 Engineering Staff – 
Outdoor 

0 0 

05/05/2015 Lower back pain Engineering Staff - 
Outdoor 

0 0 

During the month of July Council has recorded four incidents within the workplace.  These can be broken down as follows: 

1 x Vehicle and Plant incident 
1 x Injury free incident 
2 x Injury incidents – of which there was no lost time or Workers Compensation claim. 
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5. Tourism Report July 2015 

Inland NSW, Bauer Media & Travel In (the digital platform created by the 
aforementioned partnership)     Wednesday 8 July 

You will be aware that through our membership of Inland NSW Tourism we were 
successful in our application for Destination NSW RVEF matched funding for a New 
England High Country motorcycling campaign.  The campaign budget is $331,000. 

Inland NSW Tourism have established a very exciting partnership with Bauer Media with 
whom there is a joint venture to build a digital platform which will assist in the promotion 
of Inland NSW regional footprint as well as have the potential to generate an income. 
This digital platform was launched at the INTA Awards held in Broken Hill in late July. 

Bauer Media spent 10 days in NEHC in July filming x 3 videos which will be used in the 
campaign, they had 10 BMW motorbikes shipped up from Melbourne specifically for the 
shoot.  These three videos will cover luxury touring, adventure touring and off road 
touring and are complimented by an editorial in Bauer’s most appropriate motorcycling 
magazine.  The opportunities for NEHC through the Bauer media association are very 
exciting. 

I am currently in the process of getting the Walcha accommodation operators to sign up 
and be listed on Travel In, to do this they need to be a member of Inland NSW. 

We recently had a meeting in Armidale with David Rollins, Source Marketing (and owner 
of the Time Trial motorbike event idea) and DNSW representative Karina Groth.  The 
potential of the motorcycling market, and the fact that we are looking like successfully 
tapping into it, is very exciting. 

Susie Crawford 
Walcha Tourism Manager 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES 

6. Wages & Overtime Summary

Pay Period Week Ending Overtime Hours Amount ($) 
4 19/07/2015 24.50 1,265.28 
5 26/07/2015 51.00 2,425.75 
6 02/08/2015 60.75 2,707.94 
7 09/08/2015 50.00 3,720.34 

TOTAL 186.25 $10,119.31 

7. Shire Roads Maintenance

The following maintenance activities occurred during the period from 11 July 2015 –  
11 August 2015: 

Gravel Surface: 
The following roads received maintenance grading during this period: 

 Flags Niangala Rd
 Mirani Rd
 Eulobah Rd
 Eulo Rd
 Forest Way
 Niangala Stockroute Rd
 Lakes Rd
 Belhaven Rd
 Cowsby Rd
 Geraldine Rd
 Inglebah Flat Rd

Gravel Re-Sheeting: 
The following roads were gravel re-sheeted during this period: 

 Brookside Rd
 Lakes Rd
 Geraldine Rd

Guide Post Maintenance: 
Guide post maintenance occurred in the following zones: 

 Campfire Zone

Pothole Patching: 
Pothole patching occurred on Kangaroo Flat Road. 
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Drainage Works: 
Drainage works occurred on Flags Niangla Road. 

Ramp Removal: 
A ramp was removed on Hazeldene Road. 

State Highway 11: 
 Safety improvement works have been completed at Walcha Road.
 Maintenance:

- A large amount of table drain maintenance has occurred near Waterloo Station.
- Crack Sealing
- Pothole Patching

Regional Roads: 
“Glen Eagle” Rehabilitation has been successfully completed 

Works In Town: 
 Tree and garden maintenance.
 A number of concrete structures, such as a drainage pit lid on the old hospital hill

have been replaced.

Proposed Works for the Coming Period: 
Shire Roads: 

 Gravel re-sheeting will take place on the Brackendale Road.
 Grading will occur on the following roads

1. Ruby’s Nob Rd
2. Hurricane Gully Rd

State Highway 11: 
 Additional safety signage will be installed near Chimney Swamp Creek.
 Maintenance:

- Further drainage works
- Crack Sealing
- Pothole Patching
- Culvert Cleaning

Works In Town: 
Tree and garden maintenance. 

8. Water Matters

Water usage for the month of July 2015 was as follows: 
 Monthly Usage – 12.49 Megalitres
 Daily Usage – 403 Kilolitres
 Usage per person/day – 241 Litres

Level 2 – introduced 23 June 2015 – Targe Usage 190 – 230 Litres / Person / Day 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

9. Development

Development Approvals and Refusals for July 2015 
Information is being provided on development approvals and refusals for the month of 
July 2015.  The following data details the development approvals issued by Council and 
private certifiers for July 2015 for the entire Local Government Area.  A listing of 
development applications outstanding with a status has also been provided. 

Development Applications 
Approvals: 

DA No. Description Location Applicant Determined Determination 

10.2015.10 
Dwelling 
alterations & 
additions 

167W Evans 
St, Walcha 

J A Payne 2/07/2015 
Approved – 
Delegation 

10.2015.11 
2 lot residential 
subdivision of 
land 

167W 
Fitzroy St, 
Walcha 

Bath, Stewart 
Associates P/L 

2/07/2015 
Approved – 
Delegation 

10.2015.17 Carport 
52N South 
St, Walcha 

J W Street 30/07/2015 
Approved – 
Delegation 

Monthly Estimated Value of Approvals: $75,800.00
Refusals: 

DA No. Description Location Applicant Determined Determination 
Nil 

Development Applications Outstanding 
DA No. Description Location Applicant Status 

10.2015.12
Multi dwelling housing 
& consolidation of lots 

8N Middle Street 
WALCHA 2354 

T Dawson 
Referral to 

Council 

10.2015.13 Single new dwelling 
199 Oxley Drive 
WALCHA2354 

A K 
McDarmont 

Assessment 

10.2015.14
Dwelling alterations & 

additions 
7N Lagoon Street 
WALCHA 2354 

R J Morrison Assessment 

10.2015.15 Single new dwelling 
195W Hill Street 
WALCHA 2354 

M J Keogh Assessment 

10.2015.16
Demolish existing shed 

& erect new shed 
120W North Street 
WALCHA 2354 

Walcha 
Council 

Assessment 

10.2015.18 Shed 
19W Churchill Street 

WALCHA 2354 
G A Dick Assessment 

Total: 6
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Construction Certificates 
Approvals: 

CC No. Description Location Applicant Determined Determination 

11.2015.13 Carport 
52N South Street 
WALCHA 2354 

J W Street 30/07/2015 
Approved – 
Delegation 

Issued by Private Certifier 
CC No. Description Location Applicant Determined Determination 

Nil 
Monthly Estimated Value of Approvals: $12,800.00

Construction Certificates Outstanding 
CC No. Description Location Applicant Status 

11.2015.8 
Alterations & 

additions to dwelling 
167W Evans Street 

WALCHA 2354 
J A Payne 

Awaiting 
additional 

information 

11.2015.10 Single new dwelling 
199 Oxley Drive 
WALCHA 2354 

A K 
McDarmont 

Assessment 
(referral) 

11.2015.11
Dwelling alterations & 

additions 
7N Lagoon Street 
WALCHA 2354 

R J Morrison Assessment 

11.2015.12
Demolish existing shed 

& erect new shed 
120W North Street 
WALCHA 2354 

Walcha 
Council 

Assessment 

Total: 4

Complying Development Applications 
Approvals: 
CDC No. Description Location Applicant Determined Determination 
Nil 
Issued by Private Certifier 
Nil 

Monthly Estimated Value of Approvals: $0

Complying Development Applications Outstanding 
CDC No. Description Location Applicant Status 

Nil 
Total: 0

s149 Planning Certificates 
Section 149 Certificates are issued under the provisions of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, it provides information on the relevant planning regulations which 
apply to any particular piece of land It is compulsory for every property sold to be 
accompanied by a s149 Planning Certificate. 
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Section 149 Planning Certificates Completed 
2014-2015 2015-2016 YTD 

126 11

10. Environment

Environmental & Public Health Complaints 
Council performs a number of regulatory functions to control and manage matters of 
public health and environmental concern to the community, some of these include: 

 Companion Animals Act 1998 e.g. dogs not under effective control & nuisance dogs 
(barking), 

 Local Government Act 1993 e.g. overgrown land, and 
 Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 e.g. dumping of rubbish. 
 Food Act 2003 e.g. hygiene and handling 

For information purposes a summary of the number of complaints received is provided. 

Environmental Services Complaints July 2015 
Barking dogs 2 
Dog attacks 2 
Roaming dogs 3 
Stray cats 1 

Tree Management Applications 
A Tree Preservation Order exists over the town of Walcha to promote the retention of 
trees and tree cover and to conserve as far as is practical the existing pattern of vegetation, 
for information purposes a summary of the tree management applications lodged with 
Council is provided. 

Tree Management Applications 2015/2016 

Approved - Delegation Approved - Council Refused Undetermined 

July 1 0 0 2

11. Public Health

Immunisation Clinic 
Free Immunisation Clinics are held weekly at the Walcha MPS; for information purposes 
a summary of the number of attendances at the clinic is provided. 

Immunisation Records 2015/2016 
July 3 
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12. Animal Control

Council encourages responsible pet ownership in the community, as well as at home.  Pet 
owners should make sure their animals don't disturb their neighbourhood and threaten or 
harm any other person, pets or wildlife.  

Council is required to enforce the registration laws, and the other areas of pet ownership 
covered by the Companion Animals Act 1998. 

Companion Animals Seizures 2015/2016 

Seized Surrendered Released Rehomed Euthanased Stolen 

Jul 3 3 

13. Walcha Council Community Care

Groups 
Women’s Group and Wanderer’s Group 
1 July 2015 – 18 ladies attended morning tea at the Community Day Centre Rooms.  

8 July 2015 – the Wanderers Group enjoyed morning tea at the Community Day Centre 
Rooms. The morning consisted of a group craft project and game activities.  

15 July 2015 – 15 members from the Women’s and Wanderer’s Group enjoyed the day at 
the Day Centre Rooms. The theme for the day was “Crime Doesn’t Pay”. The day was 
full of lots of laughs with some of the activities including poetry reading, cognitive quizzes 
and finishing off the day with a Miss Fisher Murder Mystery Movie. 

22 July 2015 – the Wanderer’s Group travelled to Armidale where they viewed an 
aboriginal art exhibition at the Aboriginal Keeping Place and New England Regional Art 
Gallery. Lunch was held at the Armidale Bowling Club Restaurant.  

Men’s Group 
14 July 2015 – 17 gentlemen attended morning tea at the Community Day Centre Rooms. 
The men thoroughly enjoyed watching my holiday photos from leaving Walcha, through 
western Queensland into the Gulf of Carpentaria onto a large cattle station and returning 
back down the east coast of Queensland. 

28 & 29 July 2015 – 14 gentlemen attended the overnight trip to Moree.  With an early 
leave at 8am on Tuesday morning our first stop was Bundarra on the river picnic area for 
morning tea.  Next stop was at the Gravesend Hotel for lunch were we relaxed in the 
outdoor entertainment area before departing for the Stahmann Farms Trawalla Pecan 
farm.  The Stahmann Farms was established in New Mexico by Deanne Stahmann snr & 
his sons when they planted 100,000 trees in 1932.  Looking at bringing their product to 
Australia, weather conditions and the availability of water meant Moree was the most 
favorable destination in the Southern Hemiphere.  Over 95% of Australia’s pecan nut crop 
is grown on Trawalla.  The 844 Ha crop of 90,000 trees is harvested mechanically between 
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April & July.  After harvest the trees are pruned and new trees are planted through until 
September.  The business employs 105 between the Moree farm and the Toowoomba 
processing plant in which backpackers are regulars. Nuts are removed from the trees by a 
mobile shaker and picked up from the ground by mechanical harvesters. They are de-
husked and shipped to the Toowoomba plant for storage and shelling. The men were 
fascinated with the size and diversity of the operation and hope to revisit when the trees 
are ready for harvesting.  Pecan slice was enjoyed for afternoon tea and our tour guide, 
Scott, did a wonderful job of showing us around the entire farm.  After finishing at the 
Pecan farm we continued on to Moree where the men had free time until dinner at 
6:30pm.  Dinner was held at the Explorers Restaurant located in the Burke & Wills Motel.  
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Next morning we boarded the coach with our tour guide, Bruce Monie, heading to 
“Keytah” Cotton Farm and gin.  This tour proved just as successful as the pecan farm. 
Every inch of the operation was again explored and viewed with great interest by the men. 
Once again the size of the operation was far bigger than expectations. Financial income 
generated from both the pecans and cotton industries is enormous as well as generating a 
huge amount of employment opportunity for the Moree area.  The men were really 
appreciative that Bruce took time out from his own busy schedule to conduct the tour of 
the “Keytah” cotton farm.  Morning tea was on the bank of one of the channels and the 
Gwydir River running through the farm while lunch was held back at the Moree RSL Club 
on our way home. 
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Transport 
Medical Drives for July 2015 – 11 clients utilized the service in which 26 trips to medical 
appointments were made. 
Access bus – 7 clients used the service making 48 trips during July 2015. 
Bus to Tamworth – 6 clients used the service on 31 July 2015. 
Bus to Armidale numbers for July 2015 was as follows: 
7 July 2015 – 9 clients – Walcha Service  
14 July 2015 – 5 clients - Uralla Service using TCT Bus and Driver 
21 July 2015 – 9 client - Walcha bus 
28 July 2015 – 9 clients – Walcha Bus 



Walcha Council  
Ordinary Council Meeting  
29 July 2015 Page 83 
 

Submitted to Council: 29 July 2015 
 
……………………..……… General Manager  ……………….………….. Mayor 

Meals on Wheels 
10 clients received 224 meals in July 2015. 
 
Rural and Remote Exercise Groups 
4 clients attended the exercise groups at Niangala.  
7 clients attended the exercise groups at Nowendoc.  
Feedback and Complaints 
There were nil complaints about Walcha Council Care services for this month, however a 
survey was conducted. 
 

WALCHA COUNCIL COMMUNITY CARE JULY 2015 

GROUP SURVEY 

A survey of the Walcha Council Community Care Women’s n Wanderer’s 
Groups was conducted. The following results were obtained from 16 participants. 

Q1.  Do you attend the morning tea group at the beginning of the month? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2.  Do you attend group outing trips at the end of the month? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q3.  If you do attend the morning tea group, which activities do you enjoy? 1 to 5 with 

1 being most enjoyable & 5 being least enjoyable. 
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a. Guest speakers on health topics?

b. Guest speakers on various topics of interest?

c. Individual craft activities?

d. Group projects?
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e. Activities such as word games & puzzles?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
f. Gentle exercises to improve your balance & muscle strength? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
g. Just to catch up with friends & have a cuppa? 
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Q4. Do you have suggestions for topics of interest for a guest speaker? 

One suggestion was given:    Mayor Janelle Archdale 

Q5. Do you feel the food offered for morning tea is healthy? 

Q6. Do you feel the food offered for morning tea is enjoyable? 

Q7.  Do you feel the food offered for morning tea has enough variation? 
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Q8. Do you feel the food offered for morning tea caters to your dietary needs? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q9. Do you feel the food offered for morning tea is good value for the $5 you pay? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q10. Would you prefer the group flyer posted the month before the group outing? 
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Q11. Does the monthly flyer contain enough information for you? 

Q12. Would you attend a trip away where an overnight stay is required, with a 

mixed group, (the Women's Group, Men's Group & Wanderers Group)? 

Q13. Is there enough variety of venues & places we visit on the outing trips? 
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Q14.  Do you think that the venues & places that we visit as a group are appropriate 

& suitable to your age group? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q15. If no, please comment or suggest improvements? 
 
 No suggestions were made other than    “don’t change a thing” 
 
Q16. Any ideas or suggestion for a place to visit? 
 Visit to small school. 

Café at Kentucky 
Small schools  
Bundarra Iris farm  
Ralph's place - twice 
Peterson's Winery  
Armidale Bowling Club lunch etc.  
Heritage tour Armidale.  
Blueberry farm at Rocky River.  
Kootingal RSL 
Toowoomba flower show.   
Port Macquarie 
Saumarez Homestead when warm 
 

Q17. Further comments? 
 I enjoy coming to Women's Group for a friendly mornings' outing. 
 Enjoyable group & well organised 
 “and we do have our bus driver” 
 Just happy to go with the group 
 I am happy to go on any trips 
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Meetings and Training 
8 July – Community Care Interagency meeting with community nurses, Dr’s surgery 
nurses and home Care co-ordinator to discuss My-Aged Care and how we can support the 
local clients through the process of registration.  

9 July – Dementia support group get together held in the Day Centre rooms. 

24 July – Elaine and I attended a workshop called “3Cs – change, conflict and 
Communication” held at the Armidale Bowling Club. 

July was MDS and Transport for NSW reporting time so much of our time during the 
month was taken up with preparing and sending these extensive reports. 

Catherine Noon 
Community Care Coordinator 

RECOMMENDATION:  that items included in the Management Review 
Report, numbered 1 to 13 inclusive, be NOTED by Council. 
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Walcha Council Community Care Advisory 
Committee Meeting Minutes 

held on 

Tuesday, 4 August 2015 

at 

2:30 pm 

at 

Walcha Council Community Care Day Centre Rooms 

PRESENT:   

Clr Kevin Ferrier (Chair), Kate Hoy, Sue Reardon, Debra Sweeney, Cathy 
Noon (Community Care Coordinator), Lacey Latham (Environmental Services 
Manager). 

IN ATTENDANCE:   

Susie Dunn (Network Support Consultant, NSW Meals on Wheels) 

1. APOLOGIES:  Ron Denham and Elaine Bartholomew (ATSI 
Community Care Coordinator) 

RESOLVED:  On the motion of Hoy and Sweeney that the apologies be 
accepted. 

2. CONFIRMATION OF MEETING MINUTES HELD ON
TUESDAY 21 APRIL 2015: 

RESOLVED:  On the motion of Reardon and Hoy that the Minutes of the 
Walcha Council Community Care Advisory Committee Meeting held on 21 
April 2015, copies of which have been distributed to all members, be taken 
as read and confirmed a true record. 
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3. BUSINESS ARISING:

3.1 The recruitment of further Committee members has been delayed as Council is 
planning to review all Section 355 Committees, as part of this review Council will 
confirm this Committees membership requirement and will advertise for 
additional members accordingly. 

4. MEALS ON WHEELS

The meeting was attended by Susie Dunn, the NSW Meals on Wheels Network 
Support Consultant to report on Meals on Wheels in the region and to offer advice 
where possible. The Committee reported that the number of meals on wheels clients 
had reduced considerably over the previous six months with the cause not yet 
confirmed; however there is some concern around the quality of the meals being 
provided.  It is Ms Dunn’s experience that clients in the New England region prefer 
the provision of quality hot meals that are fit-for-purpose i.e. specifically more 
nutritional to be consumed over a long-term period as opposed to hospital meals that 
really are meant for a short period of time.  There are not many hospital providers left, 
rather service providers are tendering for more suitable services, it was suggested that 
Walcha Council Community Care do the same. 

RESOLVED:  On the motion of Hoy and Sweeney that the Committee 
RECOMMEND that the Council seek expressions of interest for the 
provision of Meals on Wheels meals to Walcha Council Community Care 
Clients. 

5. COMMUNITY CARE COORDINATOR’S REPORT

A report from the Community Care Coordinator was tabled and presented to the 
Committee. 

The Community Care Coordinator advised she is considering amending the group 
trips from the alternately men’s / women’s monthly day trips to combined overnight 
quarterly trips to allow greater diversity in the travel destination options.  The 
alternate months would remain a local outing to maintain the budget.  The 
Community Care Coordinator will survey clients to determine support for the idea. 

6. FINANCIAL REPORT

A full statement of income and expenditure was not available at the time of the 
meeting. 

7. FEEDBACK AND COMPLAINTS

Zero feedback or complaints had been received by Walcha Council Community Care 
for the reporting period. 
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8. GENERAL BUSINESS

Nil 

9. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Walcha Council Community Care Advisory Committee 
will be held on Tuesday, 20 October 2015.  The meeting will commence at 
2:30pm. 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 3:44pm. 

CONFIRMED _______________________ (Signed) 

Date: ___ / ____/ ____     Chairperson 
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Country Mayors Association 
of NEW SOUTH WALES 

Chairman:  Cr Rod Kendall 
PO Box 20 Wagga Wagga NSW 2650  

02 69269111 
ABN 92 803 490 533 

MINUTES 

GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY, 6 AUGUST 2015, COUNTRY EMBASSY, SYDNEY 

The meeting opened at 9.15 a.m. 

1. ATTENDANCE:

Albury City Council, Cr Kevin Mack, Mayor
Albury City Council, Mr Frank Zaknich, General Manager
Armidale Dumaresq Council, Cr Laurie Bishop, Mayor
Armidale Dumaresq Council, Mr Glen Wilcox, General Manager
Bathurst Regional Council, Cr Gary Rush, Mayor
Bathurst Regional Council, Mr David Sherley, General Manager
Bega Valley Shire Council, Cr Michael Britten, Mayor
Bellingen Shire Council, Cr Mark Troy, Mayor
Berrigan Shire Council, Cr Bernard Curtin, Mayor
Bland Shire Council, Mr Ray Smith, General Manager
Boorowa Council, Cr Wendy Tuckerman, Mayor
Boorowa Council, Ms Anthony McMahon, General Manager
Carrathool Shire Council, Cr Peter Laird, Mayor
Coonamble Shire Council, Cr Alan Karanouh, Mayor
Deniliquin Shire Council, Cr Lindsay Renwick, Mayor
Dubbo City Council, Cr Mathew Dickenson, Mayor
Dubbo City Council, Mr Mark Riley, General Manager
Eurobodalla Shire Council, Cr Lindsay Brown, Mayor
Gloucester Shire Council, Cr John Rosenbaum, Mayor
Gloucester Shire Council, Mr Danny Green, General Manager
Griffith City Council, Cr Doug Curran, Deputy mayor
Griffith City Council, Mr Brett Stonestreet, General Manager
Gunnedah Shire Council, Cr Gae Swain, Deputy Mayor
Harden Shire Council, Cr John Horton, Mayor
Harden Shire Council, Mr Trevor Drowley, Acting General Manager
Jerilderie Shire Council, Mr Craig Moffitt, General Manager
Leeton Shire Council, Cr Paul Maytom , Mayor
Lockhart Shire Council, Cr Peter Yates, Mayor
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Lockhart Shire Council, Mr Rod Shaw, General Manager 
Mid Western/Mudgee Regional Council, Cr Des Kennedy, Mayor 
Mid Western/Mudgee Regional Council, Mr Brad Cam, General Manager 
Moree Plains Shire Council, Cr Katrina Humphries, Mayor 
Murray Shire Council, Cr Tom Weyrich, Mayor 
Murray Shire Council, Ms Margot Stork, General Manager 
Narrabri Shire Council, Cr Conrad Bolton, Mayor 
Parkes Shire Council, Cr Ken Keith, Mayor 
Parkes Shire Council, Cr Alan Ward, Deputy Mayor 
Shoalhaven City Council, Cr Allan Baptist, Deputy Mayor 
Shoalhaven City Council, Russell Pigg, General Manager 
Tamworth Regional Council, Cr Col Murray, Mayor 
Tamworth Regional Council, Mr Paul Bennett, General Manager 
Upper Lachlan Shire Council, Cr John Shaw, Mayor 
Uralla Shire Council, Cr Michael Pearce, Mayor 
Urana Shire Council, Cr Patrick Burke, Mayor 
Wagga Wagga City Council, Cr Rod Kendall, Mayor 
Wagga Wagga City Council, Mr Phil Pinyon, General Manager 
Wakool Shire Council, Cr Neil Gorey, Mayor 
Wakool Shire Council, Mr Bruce Graham, General Manager 
Walcha Council, Cr Janelle Archdale, Mayor 
Walcha Council, Mr Jack O’Hara, General Manager 
Warrumbungle Shire Council, Cr Peter Shinton, Mayor 
Warrumbungle Shire Council, Mr Steve Loane, General Manager 
Yass Valley Council, Cr Rowena Abbey, Mayor 
Local Government NSW, Cr Keith Rhoades, President 

 APOLOGIES: 
As submitted 

SPECIAL GUESTS: 
Hon Paul Toole MP, Minister for Local Government 
Hon Rob Stokes MP, Minister for Planning 
Hon Duncan Gay MLC, Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

RESOLVED that the minutes of the General Meeting held on 12 June 2015 be
accepted as a true and accurate record (Eurobodalla shire Council / Tamworth
Regional Council).

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
The positive growth in membership was noted

4. CORRESPONDENCE

Outward 
(a) Mr Jim Betts, CEO Infrastructure NSW , thanking him for his presentation 

to the 12 June 2015 meeting 
(b) Ms Marcia Doheny, CEO, Office of Local Government, thanking her for 

her presentation to 12 June meeting 
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(c) Cr Keith Rhoades, President LGNSW, advising of this Associations 
support of the Roads Congress Communique 

(d) Eurobodalla Shire Council, advising of the Associations support for 
funding to be allocated to manage the Grey Headed Flying Fox 

(e) Cr Keith Rhoades, President LGNSW, asking for advice as to how to 
advocate for Changes to the Local Government Act and the Code of 
Conduct particularly councilor conduct following Murray Shire Councils 
case 

(f) Hon Troy Grant MP, Deputy Premier, Minister for Justice and Police, 
Minister for the Arts and Minister for Racing, regarding police not 
attending minor crashes and the subsequent loss of data 

(g) Hon Mike Baird MP, Premier, advising of the Associations support of the 
Roads Congress Communique 

(h) Hon Tony Abbott MP, Prime Minister, advising of the Associations 
support of the Roads Congress Communique 

Inward 
NIL 

NOTED 

5. PRESENTATIONS

5.1 Hon Paul Toole MP, Minister for Local Government
The Fit for the Future reforms started 4 years ago and are designed to provide a
real partnership with Councils.   No change is not an option, Councils need to look
at operations and become more efficient.   IPART has received 141 submissions
and recommendations are scheduled to be made to government in October.   The
reforms are not about mergers alone but about Joint Organisations sharing
resources and skills.   Once the 5 trial Joint Organisations prove effective the model
will be rolled out to other areas.   Financial funding is part of the package and
Treasury is involved.   Councils can apply for low interest loans for infrastructure
projects and reassessment of the Financial Assistance Grants is being undertaken
so that Councils in need are the beneficiary of the grants.   Guidelines for the Rural
Council Innovation Fund of $4 million are out now and funds will be available after
Fit for the Future is assessed.   The Local government Act is being reviewed and
feedback on changes will be sought from councils early next year.   The Auditor
General will audit councils from 2017.   If a councilor is suspended for misconduct
on 3 occasions then that councilor will be excluded from holding office for 5 years.
Non compliance with a Performance Improvement Order by councilors will see
those councilors targeted and not the whole Council which is the present case.

5.2 
Hon Rob Stokes MP, Minister for Planning 
Planning in NSW is either Metropolitan, Resource Assessment or Regional.   The 
Resource Assessment sector of land use is under increasing focus and clean up. 
Exploration licenses created expectations that planning consents will follow and this 
misconception will take a few years to sort through.   Integrated Mining Policy 
makes clear to communities, councils and other stake holders what the 
governments policy is on issues relating to water, annual reporting, auditing and 
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voluntary planning agreements.   Social, economic and environmental issues are 
equally valid and stakeholders need to take that into consideration. 
Strategies are being adopted for Regional Plans for all areas of the State integrating 
infrastructure planning to regional planning initiatives.   In respect of Complying 
Development councils are being asked whether they support the the 2 week 
notification period.   If they don’t the requirement will be taken away. 

5.3 
Hon Duncan Gay MLC, Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight 
The State Government has a $68billion infrastructure program in place. 
$19.5billion has been spent on regional roads since 2011and since that year 60% of 
the states road budget has been spent outside Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong.   
1,700km of new bitumen will be laid in the State this year.   This government has  
provided $1.8billion in grants to councils and $326million will be provided this year. 
The government is recycling capital assets by leasing assets and expending the 
returns on new infrastructure.  The Fixing Country Roads program is partnering with 
councils and other stakeholders eg rail and the wheat industry to create stronger 
communities and stronger councils.   The Fixing Country Roads next round of 
funding starts in September this year.   Applications are assessed by a panel of 
independent experts who concentrate on applications that build or upgrade 
infrastructure that provides a return on investment.   A standard design for bridges 
has been developed by the RMS and Intermodal Facility Hubs are being approved 
where there is guaranteed freight 

6. FINANCIAL REPORT

RESOLVED That the financial reports for the last quarter were tabled and accepted
(Albury City Council /  Coonamble Shire  Council)

7. General Business
(a) Disaster Mitigation
RESOLVED That Country Mayor's make representation to the State and Federal
Government to review the balance between natural disaster recovery
and mitigation and increase the financial assistance made available at the  Local
Government level for disaster mitigation, resilience and recovery (seek more money
for mitigation)  and advise that the Association does not support cutbacks in federal
funding for restoration of flood damaged assets after natural disasters as
recommended by the Productivity Commission Inquiry (Wagga Wagga City Council
/ Bellingen Shire Council)

(b) Mobile Blackspot Programme
RESOLVED That the County Mayors’ Association of NSW:

1. Expresses its concern that a key objective of the Australian Government Mobile
Blackspot Programme, as enunciated in section 1.1.2 of the document, “The Mobile 
Blackspot programme is the Australian Governments initiative to extend mobile 
phone coverage and competition in regional Australia”, is at risk of not being 
achieved. 
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2. Write to ACCC, Paul Fletcher (Minister Turnbulls Office), Emergency Services, the
CEO of Telstra, Mr Andrew Penn and the CEO of Vodafone, Mr Inaki Berroeta, the 
last two organisations being the recipients of the funding allocated in the programme, 
calling on Telstra and Vodaphone to support rural and regional Australia by 
confirming that they will include new and upgraded base stations/towers funded 
under all rounds of the Australian Government Mobile Blackspot Programme in the 
Wholesale Products they offer to all mobile service providers (Eurobodalla shire 
Council / Coonamble Shire Council) 

 (c) Inland Rail 
 RESOLVED That the Country Mayors Association write to the Prime Minister 
supporting the Inland Rail and encourage Councils to lobby their local members 
(Parkes Shire Council / Tamworth regional Council) 

(d) Country Embassy 
The Association has been advised that the Country Embassy, Trade and Investment 
Centre will be closing at the end of the year   A new venue will need to be arranged 
for 2016 and beyond.   The Secretariat has contacted Infrastructure Australia who 
have meeting facilities and will make a submission to them.   Contact will be made 
with the Ministers office to see if the decision is final and if not will make a submission 
supporting its continuation. 

(e) Natural Disaster Funding 
Funding to Local Government for natural disaster works is only funded if it falls 
outside normal operational work and is undertaken out of hours as overtime. 
Warrumbungle Shire Council and Harden Shire Council are to prepare a discussion 
paper for the next meeting. 

 (f) Murray Darling Basin Plan 
The need for a review of the social and economic impacts of the Murray Darling 
Basin Plan was discussed.   Carrathool, Leeton and Wakool  Shire Councils are to 
prepare a discussion paper for the next meeting. 

Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting is Thursday, 5 November 2015  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.35pm. 

Cr Rod Kendall 
Chair – Country Mayor’s Association of NSW 
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